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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: EAID, GW 

SUBJECT: CHARI RIVER CROSSING 

REF: A. NDJAMENA 0962; B. STATE 70790 C. ABIDJAN 2657 
D. NDJAMENA 850 E. YAOUNDE 938 F. NDJAMENA 832 

1. IT HAS BEEN CONFIRMED TO US BY THE FRG INTERIOR 
MINISTRY DISASTER RELIEF DIVISION THAT THREE GERMAN 
AIR FORCE TRANSPORT PLANES -: WILL FLY THE 
PONTOON-TYPE FERRY MENTIONED IN PARA SIX OF REFTEL 
TO CHAD ON MAY 1-3, 1974. THIS FERRY IS PLANNED TO 
BE USED IN ADDITION TO THE ONE PRESENTLY IN OPERATION 
AND WILL TEMPORARILY SOLVE THE PRESENT CHARI RIVER 
CROSSING PROBLEMS. WITH A CARRYING CAPACITY OF UP TO 
30 TONS. REQUIRING A WATER DEPTH OF 60 CM, IT WILL 
BE ACCOMPANIED BY A GERMAN CREW TO TRAIN LOCAL 
PERSONNEL OVER A ONE MONTH PERIOD. THEREAFTER THE 
EQUIPMENT WILL BE TRANSFERRED TO GOC RESPONSIBILITY. 
THE MINISTRY ADVISED US FURTHER THAT A GOC REQUEST 
FOR A TEMPORARY PONTOON BRIDGE HAS BEEN TURNED DOWN 
BY THE GERMAN GOVERNMENT AS BEING IMPRACTICABLE. 
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2. OUR CONTACT CONFIRMED THOUGH THAT THE FRG HAS 
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NOT YET DECIDED ON A REQUEST FOR THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
A PERMANENT BRIDGE. HE ADDED THAT A DECISION WILL 
NOT BE MADE IN THE NEAR FUTURE BECAUSE THE 
EXAMINATION OF THE CHARI RIVER CROSSING BY THE GERMAN 
ENGINEER RAISED A NUMBER OF ISSUES. THESE ISSUES 
INCLUDE THE ALLEGED CHINESE COMMITMENT FOR THE 
CONSTRUCTION OF A BRIDGE AND THE INTEREST SHOWN BY 
FRANCE AND SWITZERLAND IN THE PROJECT. OUR CONTACT 
SAID THAT THE QUESTION OF PARTICIPATION WILL HAVE TO 
BE CLARIFIED THROUGH DIPLOMATIC CHANNELS BEFORE 
THE PROJECT CAN BE PLACED AGAIN ON THE FRG INTER- 
MINISTERIAL AGENDA FOR A DECISION. 

3. EMBASSY BONN HAS NOT RECEIVED REFTELS B-F. 
HILLENBRAND 
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